
Measuring Walking: A Guide 

for Councils 



• Why measure? 

• What to measure? 

• Where and when to 

measure? 

• How to measure? 

• Typical methodologies 

• Case studies 



Data is a means to an end 

Evaluation Prioritisation Performance Promotion 



Data is a means to an end 

Evaluation Prioritisation Performance Promotion 

• Crowding 

• Barriers 

• Equal access 

• Comparison over time 

• Comparison against others 



Data is a means to an end 

Evaluation Prioritisation Performance Promotion 

• Did this project succeed? 

• What are the lessons for the future? 

• Exposure > safety 



Data is a means to an end 

Evaluation Prioritisation Performance Promotion 

• Is it value-for-money? 

• Is it better than an alternative(s)? 



Data is a means to an end 

Evaluation Prioritisation Performance Promotion 

• “If is isn’t counted, it doesn’t count.” 





What to measure 



How to measure 



A typical problem… 

I want to estimate the average annual daily 

pedestrian count. Will a single-day count be 

sufficient? 



Will a manual count suffice? 
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Volume effects on RSE 
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Permanent Counter Options 





Demand and Accuracy (Eco) 



Groups and Accuracy (Eco) 



Semi-Automatic Counts 



Semi-Automatic Counts 



Conclusion 

1. Use the Guide to Measuring Walking 

2. Articulate the objective 

3. Technology is there to help (a bit) 

4. Share your results…! 


